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Membership of the CASL Governing Body 
MR RUOLEI NIU, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS, CEO AND COMPANY DIRECTOR  

Mr. Ruolei Niu served as the vice general manager of Country 

Garden Venture Capital from February 2022 to February 2023. Prior 

to that, Mr. Niu had also served as the founder, general manager, 

co-chief investment officer and responsible officer at CG Partners 

Asset Management Co., Limited from 2015 to 2022, and the 

executive director, fund manager and responsible officer at China 

Merchants Fund Management Co., Ltd. from 2010 to 2015. Mr. Niu 

was an investment analyst and an investment and taxation 

accountant at ING Investment Management from 2007 to 2010 and 

2004 to 2007, respectively. Mr. Niu holds a Bachelor of Commerce 

degree in accounting from the University of Melbourne and a Master 

of Commerce degree in finance from the University of Sydney. Mr. 

Niu is a Certified Financial Analyst and a member of Certified 

Practising Accountant Australia. 

 

SIR IVOR ROBERTS, COMPANY DIRECTOR  

Sir Ivor Roberts joined HM Diplomatic Service in 1968 and in the 

course of a 38-year career served in Lebanon (learning Arabic), 

Paris, Luxembourg, Canberra, Vanuatu, Spain and, as 

ambassador, in Belgrade (during the Bosnian war), Dublin 

(immediately after the signature of the Good Friday Agreement) 

and Rome. On retiring from the Diplomatic Service, he was 

elected President of Trinity College Oxford, a position held for 11 

years. While at Trinity, Sir Ivor was editor and major contributor 

to the most recent two editions of the internationally recognised 

bible on diplomacy, Satow’s Diplomatic Practice. He has also 

published a memoir of his Belgrade days, currently chairs three 

charities, is President of Oxford University Rugby Football Club 

and write articles and books on foreign affairs and diplomacy. 

 

MS KARIN ASKHAM, VICE CHAIR AND RECTOR, CSVPA 

 Karin has worked for nearly 30 years in a number of 

academic and senior management roles in highly regarded 

Universities. She has spent over five years in the role as Dean 

of the School of Media at London College of Communication, 

UAL. She was instrumental in the successful growth and 

development of the School, with two of the University 

research centres, Sound Arts and Photography staffed by 

mainly academics from within the School deemed to be world 

leading or internationally significant by the recent UK 

research excellence measurement. Her previous post was 

Associate Dean of the Graduate School at London College of 

Fashion, UAL, supporting the transformation of the 

postgraduate teaching portfolio of the College. 
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PROFESSOR ELIZABETH ROUSE OBE, INDEPENDENT GOVERNOR 

Elizabeth has over twenty years’ experience of strategic 

leadership and management in higher education and the art 

and design sector, with particular expertise in quality 

assurance and enhancement, academic development and the 

student experience. Previous posts include Deputy Vice 

Chancellor Academic, followed by interim Pro Vice Chancellor 

at London College of Communication. She also has extensive 

experience as chair and as a member of boards and 

committees at national and international levels, and is an 

experienced governor at university, college and schools 

levels. Professor Rouse was awarded an OBE in 2013 for 

services to higher education. 

 

MS CARMA ELLIOT CMG OBE, INDEPENDENT GOVERNOR 

A career British diplomat for 23 years, Carma worked in a 

wide variety of roles and across continents, including bilateral 

politics, trade and investment, immigration and protocol. Her 

final three postings were as Consul-General in Chongqing, 

Jeddah and finally Shanghai. After leaving the Foreign Office, 

Carma became Executive Director at China’s single largest 

international NGO, the Half the Sky Foundation, focused on 

enriching the lives of China’s orphaned children, before 

joining the British Council as Director China, and concurrently 

Minister for Culture and Education in the British Embassy 

Beijing. Throughout her professional life, Carma has affected 

meaningful change in the government, international 

education and development sectors in several countries.  

 

 

 
MS LIZ FRANCIS, INDEPENDENT GOVERNOR, SAFEGUARDING AND COMPLIANCE 
After teaching for 5 years Liz took up a research post for a government quango, followed 

by senior positions in a number of government agencies 

including the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority and the 

Training and Development Agency for Schools, where she was 

Director of workforce strategy and qualifications. Liz has also 

worked as a senior education adviser for Suffolk County Council 

where she completed an MA in Education. Her two most recent 

full-time posts were as a senior civil servant at the Department 

for Education, followed by Director of Governance and 

Standards for the Alpha Plus Group. Liz’s voluntary work 

includes being a non-executive board member for the 

Association of Schools and Colleges’ professional development 

board and judging young people’s public speaking competitions 

for the English Speaking Union. 
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MR KEVIN HART, PROVOST CSVPA 

 

Kevin is a creative professional with thirty years’ experience of 

management and teaching within Higher Education. Previous 

roles include senior lecturer for MA Communication Design at 

Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design. He has 

exhibited work widely in both group and solo exhibitions at 

venues such as the National Army Museum, the Lethaby Gallery 

and Mall Galleries. Kevin joined CSVPA in 2004; providing 

experience and expertise central to the growth and development 

of the school. 

 

 

 

 

MR FENG ZHOU, COMPANY DIRECTOR AND CGS FINANCE DIRECTOR 

Feng joined the company in 2024 bringing international financial 

experience of over 14 years, including 9 years in the UK as a CFO. 

He has additionally had experience in India, Sri Lanka and Hong 

Kong, including working for Fortune 500 companies. He has a 

global vision in finance, along with the capability to manage 

international teams. He is responsible for all aspects of finance at 

CATS Global Schools, including Group Reporting, auditing, 

management reporting, budgets and cashflow management. 

 

 

 

 


