Cambridge Arts and Sciences Limited trading as Cambridge School of
the Visual and Performing Arts (CSVPA)

Summary of 2025-26 to 2028-29 access and participation plan

What is an access and participation plan?

An access and participation plan sets out provisions that will be meaningful and effective in
promoting equality of opportunity for underrepresented groups, as determined by the Office for
Students. Our access and participation plan lays out the additional activities, support and
interventions we plan to offer to ensure the success of our students and that our courses are
accessible and beneficial for all.

You can see the full access and participation plan for CSVPA at https://www.csvpa.com/access-
participation-plan/

Key points

CSVPA is a small specialist provider offering hands-on traditional teaching in the visual arts at
degree level. We pride ourselves on the support we provide our students, and our excellent
outcomes in challenging creative fields.

Analysis of the intake, performance and graduate outcomes for students at CSVPA shows that our
student body has a higher percentage of students from lower quintile scoring areas, and that a
higher proportion of our students were eligible for free school meals or are the first in their family to
attend higher education than is the national profile. This may contribute to the citation of “cost and
financial pressure” among our students who are at risk of early withdrawal, or suffering from
additional stress from the increased cost of living.

In addition, the Creative Industries can be difficult for students from those background to break
into, especially if they are first in their family to pursue a career in the arts.

Our Access and Participation Plan focuses attention on these students, with plans for additional
career mentoring and support, access to hardship funds, and additional professionalisation and
related skills tuition.

See pages 11 - 21 of the access and participation plan for more information.

Fees we charge
The maximum fees we charge at CSVPA for UK Undergraduate students is £9,250.
See page 37 of the access and participation plan for more information.

Financial help available
CSVPA offers scholarships, bursaries and emergency hardship funds to students with
demonstrated need.

See pages 15 to 18 of the access and participation plan for more information.

Information for students

CSVPA provides information to current and prospective students via the website, and our annual
prospectus, but we also provide information about our courses, fees, financial support, and other
aspects of studying at CVSPA through online and in-person recruitment and outreach events,
email, SMS, and telephone.

See page 24 of the access and participation plan for more information.



What we are aiming to achieve

Our overall strategic aim is to be a high-value, specialised centre for education in the visual and
performing arts, fostering creative talent through a personalised and individual pedagogy that
emphasises the importance of ideas as well as skills, tradition as well as technology for the future.

With this Access and Participation Plan we aim to make education and careers in the creative
industries accessible to students from a wide range of economic, social and cultural backgrounds.

See pages 2 to 3 of the access and participation plan for more information.

What we are doing to address keys risks to equality of opportunity

Our Access and Participation Plan is focused on the risks to equality of opportunity that have come
to light through our analysis of our student body, the local community and the wider industry.
These are:

Risk 3: Perception of Higher Education
Risk 7: Insufficient personal support

Risk 10: Cost pressures

Risk 12: Progression from higher education

Our objectives in addressing these risks are:

¢ Increase the visibility of our offer to students who have not previously considered an arts
education through outreach activities

¢ Formalise the availability and disbursement of hardship funds to students facing financial
difficulty

e provide structured and assessed support for student’s career development through the
Creative Generator, including support for entrepreneurship and freelance careers and first
steps in building a creative career.

See pages 11-21 of the access and participation plan for more information.

How students can get involved

CSVPA is a non-hierarchical and accessible institution, and students can speak freely to any
member of staff. In addition, the Student Association meets monthly and has elected
representatives from all subjects and levels, and its members also sit on a number of key
committees, including Student Experience and Learning & Teaching. Semesterly Staff Student
Consultative Committees are convened, and students can raise issues on their own behalf or on
behalf of their colleagues.

The annual monitoring and evaluation of the Access and Participation Plan will invite student
response, both anonymously through surveys, but also through conversation and direct
questioning.

See pages 23 to 24 of the access and participation plan for more information.

Evaluation — how we will measure what we have achieved
Annual evaluation of the plan will take place in each of the years. This will consist of an annual
report to the board of governors covering:

e Progression towards targets, including any analysis of unexpected changes that affect
thisprogression (student body changes, industry or local environment adjustments)

¢ Report on events, including participation numbers and feedback

e Proposals for amendments, additions or changes to the original plan based on current



e Analysis
e Budget report

A summarised report of the investments, student responses, ongoing data and events will be
included in the annual rector’s report, to be published on the website, normally in the late autumn.

See pages 23 to 24 of the access and participation plan for more information.

Contact details for further information
Please contact Student Services ( , for more information.


mailto:studentservices@csvpa.com
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